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Enkakuji or the Ternple of Perfect Enlightenment 
Concerning 

Its History, Main E:lifices, and Noted Places 

Foundation of thc Temple 
This is the head ternplc of tl1.:- Enlak uji branch of t he Rinzai-Zen 

Sect. It is Known in í orrnal !:lngti·,~,-c as t h,. "Zuirol.u S<1n Enkaku 
Kosho Zen Ternple", 
It was in 12G8 whcn the Lord Tok imunc Hojo becarne govcrnor of 

this country at t he age of only eig htecn a nd was confronted with 
the g reatest national crisis t hat had ever occurred in ja pa n. 
This crisis was caused by Kublai Kh:111, h':!:1:J of the Mongolians. 

who was often threatening this country. clriving his unrivaled 
power on with which he had conqucrccl many countries in Europe 
as well as in Asia. In this troublesome í ime the Lord Tokirnunc 
made up his mind to cleepen and cultivate his courage by following 
the teaching s of .Daikaku Zen Maste r who was t he first pat r iarch 
of the Kenchoji Temple. 
But the lost his respcctcd tcachcr in August of 1278 when 

Daikaku clied, ancl driven on by his aspir ations to search for 
another fine Zen master. he sent two messengers far overseas to 
China in December of t hat yea r. This search resulted in the 
ar rival of the Zen Mastt-r. Bukko Kokushi, who was then fifty-four. 
The Lord Tokimunc built a finé' nev tcrnple for him. Thus 

Enkakuji was founclecl, with the re\-erecl Bulko Kokushi as its 
first Zen patriarch. 
Here the Lord and Governor. To',imu,1e. built up his character 

uncler the goocl guidance of Bukkc, K•>ku :hi. In 1281, Kublai Khan 
attacked western Japan by sca. Th:ir n11merous ships of war were 
filled with overwhelming forces nf men ancl equipment. However, 
no sooner had the first vesseb lamled than a sudden fierce storm 
destroyed the enemy completely. This is thc origin of what was 
later to becomc known as "Kamik:2ze" or the "\Vinci of the Gods". 

Shariden 
This is the shrine m whi.:h the Buddha';, bones (or reliquaq) 



are enshrined. The Building was 
moved from the Kenchoji Temple and 
fixed here by Sadatoki Hojo in 1285 
far the reliquary which Sanetomo 
l\íinamoto had reverentially received 
from the Noni nji Templc in China. 
lt is now the oldest of all the 

buiklings of Tang-period style and, 
far its excellency. r anked with the 
Budd has Imag e Hall of the Shofukuji 
Temple at Murayama, Tokyo-toka. Jn 
19~.3. it was destroyed by the g reat Shariden 

ea rl hquak e which devastatcl the Kanto District. 
Ancl it was repaired later in its original and prese nt form. 

Kaisando 
This is the mausoleum of Bukko Kokushi, first patriarch of the 

Enkakuji Temple. sit uat ed at the back of the Sharidcn. 
It e nshr ines the sacred image of the pat r iarch. The image and 

the front altar of this mausoleum were clesignated and have beeri 
preserved as national treasures. 

Kaisanto 
Half way up the mountain at the back of the Kaisando is a 

srnall tower of natural stone. This is actually the g rave of Buk ko 
I{okushi. 
ln 1.335, the Emperor Godaigo, on Muso Kokushi's recommenclation, 

issuecl t he Imperial ordinance that the Shozoku-in, one of the 
branch temples of the Kenchoji, shoulcl be moved to the Enkakuji 
to make it serve as t he Shariden, and it occupied the present 
location of the Enkakuji. 
Therefore, t he Kaisanto which had been situatecl there had to be 

re-Iocated. Now, the Enkakuji Temple consists of sixteen branch 
temples. among which the Shozoku-in play~ a very important part 
as an affiliated temple. It lays stress on thc Shariclen. Thus 
Shozoku-in has clevelopecl to its present-clay position. 

Kosento 
This is the .i.rave of the first primate of the Enkakuji brand1 of 
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t he Rinz a i Zen sect a nd is a lso callecl "S,;-y11k:ut~u". The first 
pr im.ite. K0,e11 Zen Master. was born in Yarnag uchi Prefecture and 
inte nde.l to become a Conf uc ian sc h..lar. But hc lef': t h.s study for 
Len Budd hisrn. 
He possesscd a lea rninc bot h broarl and d=cp ami becarne 

prcxident of t hc Tok yo Rinz;ii- .hu (.,]Jcgc at thc bcg iuriing of t hc 
Meiji era ( lfGG-1912) . 
Hc was ;:i g reat Zen :\I:-i~,er w ho :id1·,1c:11l'd l he t rue teaching s of 

Zen Buddhism by wrili11g e xcellent book s. 

Shobogendo 
This i-; t h e M.,_litati,:1 Hall sit,ntc-d at the riglit of thc Shnr iclen. 

To beg in w it h. t h is was ,1 building i n whir h young pr iests st ayed 
when t hey we re se nt thcre Irorn thc Horinji Temple in Yokohama 
to g,iarcl t he ab-ivc-rncntioncd rcliqu a ry in t hc Shnr iden. Through 
the kincl off iccs of Daiy u Kokushi it was arranged into what it is 
now, scrving ;:is the onlv tr:iiniw; placc of the sect where many 
young priesls praclis·~ Z:izen or sitting meclitation. 

The Mausoleum of Tokimune Hojo 
The Mausoleum in which the mortuary tablet of Tokimune Hojo is 

enshrined is bltilt on his own gr,1ve. Here we can see a tablet 
with lhe Empress Dow:iger shoken·s poem cledicated to him. The 
mcaning of the poem is thi;;: 

Noisy waves of fureign forces do not come surging again upon 
this country because of the god-sent storm originaling from the 
scughing wincls among the pine trees of Mt. Kamakura. 

Now. this mausoleum bé'l'Jngs to the Butsunichi-an, one of the 
branch temples of the Enkctkuji. ln former days, Butsunichi-an was 
nothing but the mausoleum of Tokimune. But it later also 
enshrined Saclatnki llojo and Takatoki Hoj.i. It is said that they 
were enshrined in respectivc mau;-;o]cums prcvious to that time and 
brought together in onc mausoleum in the Eclo periocl. There was 
a time whcn Ruhunichi-an was falli11g i11to dccay. However, it has 
been a most impr1rtant branch IL'mplc of Enkakuji since Rev. 
Kakuin Shuon. whíJ was a mcrnb~·r of lhc Cohojn family, clid 
everything in his power to revi ve the temple. 
The presenl w,-i:1den im:tge of Tokimunc Hojo was pJssibly m:ide 

ahowt J 700 by R„v, c;ikai Shosen and repaired by Rev, Sbizan 



Bo n shun. who was once head príest of the Butsunichi-an, in 1811 
when t he 5')')th annual cerernony was held in m emor y of Sadatok i 
H ijo. The prese nt mausoleum was built in t he same year. too. ln 
t he garden of this temple, there are thr ee hermitages callcd 
Ensoku-ken, Fukoa n, and Hokod sn. 
The first one was built by Rev. K'ikuin and t he sec.ind by 

Daiyu Kokushi, noted pr iest of this ternple. This temple has b::-.:n 
holding a tea ceremony on the fourth of every month since Jan. 
4th, 1934. 
This was begun by Rev. Bisan Takahatake, previous head pricst 

of t he temple, in memory of t he virt ue of Tokimune who had savcd 
a national crisis seven hundred years bef o re. 

Sammon 
This is the two-stor ied gate of t he Enkakuji, which was rebuilt 

by Daiyu Kokushi in 1783. High up in front of this gate is hung 
a tablet in the Empe ror Fushirrii's handwriting "Enkak u Kosho Zen 
Temple". 
And on the second floor inside, the Five Hund red Arhans are 

enshrined. 
This is only one building that was not destroyed by the great 

eart hquake in 1923 because of its special architecture. 

Senbutsujo 
This is nowadays a meditation hall for laymen. It was previously 

built to house the cornplete collection of Buddhist sutras, 
cornmentaries, rules, regulations etc· · 

Butsuden or in detail the "Dai Komyo Hoden" (The Great Treasure 
Hall of Light) 
This was founded the same year as 

Enkakuji but was burn clown many 
times. After rebuilding again and again, 
it was f inally destroyed by the great 
earthquake of 1923. It was impossible 
to find huge enough trees to restore 
the pillars etc. to their original form. 

So after a 40 year interval at !ast it 
was rel~uilt in H)64 J;i1,1t th~ whole 



Butsude n was made of concrete. Some pcople are of the opinion 
t hat t his gatc shows the change of times. 

The Hojo 
T his rcfers to t he size of the one jo square room in which the 

Chief priest livcd. One jo is about 10 feet. 

Kokuho no Bonsho 
This is large temple bell designated as a national treasure. 
In 1301, Sadatoki Hojo ordered this bell to be made, 
The makers inscription is that of Saijun Shidon. a Chinese pr iest, 

but it is not really clear as to whether he actually made it or not. 
At i hat time there was cnly cr.e such lai ge teli in all cf the 
Karnakura d istr ict and so it became the local timepiece. 

The Kojirin 
The Yagyu f arnily rnembers are very Iarnous for their Kendo 

(swordmanship, ) 
In 1928, they donated a hall for learning t he Zen art of Kendo. 
Later it was made into a Zen rneditation training hall for laymen 

and called "Kojir in". 

The Cave Resting-place of Butsuman Zen Master 
This is at the back of the Zokutoan. Here he made a typical 

Chinese poern, which is customary for Zen Priests upon their 
death-bed, 

Hakurokudo or the Cave of the white Deer 
This is situated near the large Japanese cypress t rce in front of 

which stands the mausoleum of Lord Tokirnune. 
It is said that when Bukko Kokushi was making a sermon here, 

many white deer came out of this cave to !isten. 
This story indicates a very rare and joyous occasion. 

Daiyu Kokushi no to 
This is the grave of Daiyu Kokushi who was instrumental in the 

restoration of the decaying power and influence of Enkakuji and 
its buildings. And at the same time, this is also the grave of the 
succeeding Head Priests of the Butsunichi-an. 

Kotogan 
In the garden of this temple there is a pond called "Myoko Ike". 
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At t he t irne t his lake wa:' clesig ncd, t hcrc was a rock which was 

carvcd as 'f by the erosion of waves. Although this was a man 
macle phe nonienon it seerncd as if it were naiural. 
This rock placed at t he eclge of the pool creates a very quaint 

and quiet mood. 

Hyakuban Kwannon 
This is at t he h.ick of t hc Shoreiin. r•nc of t he branch ternples of 

Enk akuji. Il.:3 Chíef Pr i--st. Sesso, resolved to v i sit the most 
well-Known sacred place s t hr oughout r he leng th and brcadt h of 
japán. Frorn e.tch placc hc t.ok a lit r le soil. Retunúng from this 
pi lg rimag-. he pu: ;l i,1 :·t <rn.rll n-:e \1 hich hc made in t he cliff 
near t he tcrnple. H'=' se::led ;r and enshri ncd many statues of 
K wannon in front of ii. 

The Garden of Enkakuii 
The ternplc has 20 OOO tu-bo of lancl. (One tsubo is abnut 6 feet 

,:-qwtre.) Tlií~ was Ul~ig1;:.ttcl a::; a cultural beauly spot in 
1932. 
In farmer days, the garclcn in fronl uf the Hojo was especially 

regarclccl as tlie epítnrnc of all the best in Zen lanclscaped garclcns 
of the Karnak ura sty le. 

The Imperial Gate 
In 1937 this gate was rebui!t by the Rev. Bisan Takahatal:e of 

the Eutsunichi-an. It is unly usecl by thc Ernperor or his 
mes~er:ger. Thi~ gatc i:o dcc()rattcl 011 br,1 h sicles with exqui::;ite 
carvings i11 woud. 

The Grave of Dosun Miura 
This in Jutoku-an. He was as ardent believer of this branch 

temple. Therefore his family had his grave made there: also those 
of his relatives and rctainers. 

Gokoku To or the Towo- to Commnr.orate National Heroes 
This was made in 1906 far those who lost their lives in the 

Japan-Russian war. Thc inscriptions were written by the Revs. 
Soen Shaku and shukai Miyaji. 



The Water of wisdom 
(This is located just inside the gate whích is in general use.) 
It is attributed with special qualities and is said to be excellent 

for use in the tea ceremony. 

The Plum Forest of Nishitani or the Western Valley 
This is found in the precincts of Hakuun-an or the Temple of the 

white Clouds. It provides a beautiful scene visited by throngs of 
viewers in t he spr ing. The beauty of the plum blossoms is 
accented by the pine crowned hills. 

Shirasagi no Ike or the Pool of the white Heron 
When one looks at t his. one can feel in imagination the ancient 

Karnak ura temple atmosphere which has been · spoiled by the 
passing railway trains. 

The Branch Temples of Enkakuji 
and 

Their First Patriarchs 

Obai-in (Muso Kokushi) Zokuto-an (Butsuman Zenji) 
Butsunichi-an (Tokimune Hojo) Shozoku-in (Bukko Kokushi) 
Nyoi-an (Busshin Zenji) Shoden-an (Daikaku Zenji ) 
Jutoku-an (Gettan Zenji) Saiin-an . Donpo Zenji) 
Shoreiin (Daisetsu Zenji ) Zoroku-an (Butsugen Zenji) 
Kigenin (Butsue Zeriji ) Garyuan (Daiscn Zcnji) 
Denshu-an (Nanzan Zenji) Fuyo-an (Bucchi Zenji) 
Hakuun-an (Tomin Zenji) Uncho-an (Kuzan Zenji) 


